DATA LIBERATION INITIATIVE 

ATLANTIC TRAINING SESSION 2000
Session 2

Exercise 1:  FINDING THAT DATA
A researcher is seeking this data as part of a project that is examining whether particular programs offered by federal and provincial governments during the period 1996-1998 have had any effect on the use of the Internet by specific target groups–the elderly, women, low-income, etc.  Data available at the provincial as well as the national level would be ideal.  The researcher wants to focus on the use of the Internet from home, rather than schools or work, or public access points.

1.  What approach would you take to finding data that would help this researcher?



2.  What tools or services did you consult?



3.  Does DLI have any surveys available that are relevant?




4.  If so, are they in the FTP site or available on CD-ROM or both?



5.  Was there any mention of this survey on the DLILIST?
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Exercise 2:  GETTING THE DATA

The user has come in and asked if the library can provide them with a copy of the General Social Survey, Cycle 11.  After completing the reference interview, you sit them down with the codebook, which you had previously ordered, and begin the process of bringing down the data file and SPSS file.  It occurs to you that you might need to check the history of this file; you seem to remember something relating to data quality.

Note: For the purposes of this workshop, please download only the SPSS file.

1.  Locate the General Social Survey file using the DLI Services area.  What is the URL of the web page with the file information?



2.  Review the list of files that are available with the survey to determine if there is a SPSS file. Take note of the size of the file.  Start downloading.  What is the size of the file?



3.  Check that the file has been correctly downloaded.  What are some checks that you might do at this point?



4.  Have there been any revisions to the data or documentation involving this file since it was released?
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Exercise 1: searching for the Internet 

on the Internet data Library Service

Remember this guy?  The researcher who was seeking data on the Internet is back–or at least his grad student is back.  

Gazing wistfully out the window at the vast piles of snow, the grad student asks if there are any data files in which sun is featured–he is envisaging a research project which will take him to the tropics next winter.  Since he works in public health, even something addressing the problems of skin cancer education will work.  Data available at the provincial as well as the national level would be ideal.  You rub your hands briskly together and link to IDLS.


1. Using IDLS, go first to Search for Raw Data.  Identify the microdata file(s) which deal with skin cancer.

2. Select one of the variables from the ses1996 survey.  Click on the html link.  What information is present?

3. Go back and do the same search using the Catalogue Search option.  Are the results the same as #1 above?  

Instead of using the search term “skin cancer” this time, conduct a search for the Sun Exposure Survey using the Catalogue Search.  Change the view to Web Display, using the pull-down menu.

4. Click on “Get data” and then click on the “Select Variables” button.  Which variables are selected by default?

5. Select five or six variables which may help address the research question.  Can you get provincial level detail in this file?


Hint: Use the web browser’s Find command to locate specific variables

6. Click on the button for step two, enter your e-mail address and move down to “Select supplemental files for your variables.“  Tick the box “SPSS for Windows.”

7. 
Click on “Click here to launch the data retrieval job.”  What is the file name for your job and how large is the file?

8. 
Double click on the job name and save to the c:\temp directory.  Exit IDLS and use windows explorer to locate your file in the c:\temp directory.  Unzip the file and note the files extracted.

9. 
Open SPSS and under “File–>Open–>Syntax” on the menu bar, navigate to the C:\temp directory and open the idls.SPS file. 

Change the FILE location under the DATA LIST command to indicate the location of the data file on your hard drive:

 e.g. Change 
FILE = NDLSIN




To
FILE = "c:\temp\idls.DAT" (enclose in quotation marks) 


Select all, and run as usual.
http://www.sscl.uwo.ca/sscl/drl/ndls/dlipartnerdata.html
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