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What’s the scoop on …

Statistical Terms


The genesis of this session was last year’s wrap-up session, out of which came a request for a brief refresher of commonly used terms and where the DLI Contact might encounter them.  Examples given were raw/at factor, I/O flow terminology, unadjusted/seasonally adjusted, price index/quantity index, SIC/SOC/NAICS, ICD, etc. 

This kind of understanding is useful for anyone using data or statistics.  Any analysis should begin with a clear recognition of what is, and what is not being measured. The user needs to understand the associated concepts and definitions before using statistical information.

The objective of this session is not to make you economics wizards, but to give you a sense of what questions you should ask your user and where to refer them for further clarification of the concepts and definitions associated with the data required. 

In the session, we will look at some of the most common statistical indicators and the sources for finding out more about them; we will look at some of the acronyms and types of statistical indicators, and we will look at some of the classifications used by STC. 

As a basic framework, we can observe that there are a couple of places to which you can turn for “quick reference” or more in-depth study.  Most of the key publications have a glossary in the back (e.g. 13-001, National Income and Expenditure Accounts).  Many have separate methodology and use guides (e.g. Labour Force Survey).  

Various divisions publish research or working papers to help interpret their sector surveys and products, and the Canadian Economic Observer has had some excellent articles on major changes in economic indicators. The perennial classic, Finding and Using Statistics (11-533-XIE) is now available online:

http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/11-533-XIE/free.htm
Note that Statistics Canada has gradually been building up its “Statistical Methods” page as well. We can anticipate that more and more of the type of statistical reference tools that we need will be found here.  

http://www.statcan.ca/english/concepts/index.htm

There are other publications that can help, as well.  We will share some of these titles in the session, and post other titles to the DLI Atlantic Training web pages as they are added.

Next: 

A.  Terms Deconstructed: common acronyms & some basic definitions

B.  Handout on sources and methods for some of the key sector-driven stats

C.  Statistical Standards and Classification Structures

E. Hamilton
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