CANADIAN TRAVEL SURVEY (CTS)

The microdata for the CTS 1998 consists of twelve monthly files for four different units of analysis: Person, Trip, Person-Trip, and Person-Visit.  The Person-Visit unit of analysis is organized under four different geographic levels, namely, the province, Census Metropolitan Area, tourism region, and Census Division.  Separate data files exist for each of these geographic levels.  The information provided in all files is for same-day trips of 80 km or more (40 km in Ontario) and all overnight trips regardless of distance.  

PERSON

The Person unit of analysis contains information on non-travellers and travellers, where a traveller is a person who takes at least one trip during the reference month or year.  The person file has demographic variables on both travellers and non-travellers and is useful to produce profiles comparing travellers with non-travellers.  For example, are there age, sex or educational attainment differences between travellers and non-travellers?  A person only appears once in this file even though she or he may have travelled more than once during the reference period.  Only the person weight variable should be used with this file.

The monthly files for Person are not additive and can only be used on a monthly basis.  Annual demographic estimates can be determined from a question asked in the December file.

DURING THE ELEVEN MONTH PERIOD FROM JANUARY 1 TO NOVEMBER 30, (survey year), DID YOU TAKE ANY NON-BUSINESS TRIPS OF ONE NIGHT OR MORE TO A DESTINATION...

1 
WITHIN THE PROVINCE?

2 
TO SOME OTHER PROVINCE?

3 
TO THE UNITED STATES?

4 TO A FOREIGN COUNTRY OTHER THAN THE UNITED STATES?

Combining the results from this question
 with the information for travel in the month of December provides the information necessary to determine if a person travelled during the reference year.  

TRIP

The Trip unit of analysis contains variables about trip characteristics.  One record exists for each trip taken within a month.  This file is useful in identifying people according to the characteristics of trips that they take.  For example, one may want to know about people who flew in January or people who took a business trip in August.  Linking records from a monthly Trip file to its corresponding monthly Person file allows these types of analysis.  Multiple records will occur for people who travelled more than once in a month and duplicate records must be eliminated to avoid double-counting.  Only the person weight variable can be used to obtain estimates in such a merged file.  The Trip file does not have a weight variable and cannot be used on its own to produce estimates. 

PERSON-TRIP

The Person-Trip unit of analysis contains variables for demographics of persons and characteristics of trips.  Separate records exist for adults and children from the same household, that is, one record has been produced for one or more adults in a household and a separate record exists for one or more children in the same household.  This file is useful in deriving person-trip information and must use the weight variable PTRIPWT to obtain estimates.  Household-trip information can also be calculated using the weight variable HHTRIPWT, but person-level demographic variables cannot be used in these estimates.  The data from the monthly Person-Trip files are additive and, consequently, it is possible to determine monthly, quarterly, or annual information.

Reported expenditures are only included in the Person-Trip file.  The Household-Trip weight must be used when working with the expenditure variables, which represent household and not individual expenses.

VISIT

The Visit unit of analysis contains variables about trip information, such as main destination, length of stay, and information on places visited.  This file also contains reallocated expenditure information on the basis of visits.  A visit is the place of either an overnight stay or a day-trip.  This concept is used to measure the number of person-visits to a specific location.  The Visit file will have at least one record to correspond with every Person-Trip record.  For example a person leaving Vancouver with a destination of Winnipeg will be captured on one record in the Person-Trip file.  If in making this trip, the person stays overnight in Edmonton, two records would occur in the Person-Visit file:  one for the stay in Edmonton and one for Winnipeg.

The Person-Visit file is organized each month according to four levels of geography: province, Census Metropolitan Area, tourism region, and Census Division.  The Person-Visit information is additive across months.

The person-trip and visit files can be merged through UNIQID and TRIPNUM.  First, the person-trip file should be sorted by MONTH, UNIQID, TRIPNUM and ADCH, which the visit file should be sorted by MONTH, UNIQID, TRIPNUM, ADCH, REXPROV, and REALTYPE.  Once merged, attention must be paid to which weight is used in conjunction with which variables.  When compiling visit information, the person-trip weight (PTRIPWT) must be used and visit records must be selected where VISFLAG equals 1.  To work with reallocated expenditures, the household-trip weight (HHTRIPWT) must be used.

TABLE 4: Use of weights in association with different variables

	
	Person
	Person-trip
	Household-trip
	Reallocated expenditures

	Socio-demographic characteristics
	
	
	
	

	Age group
	(
	(
	
	

	Sex
	(
	(
	
	

	Marital status
	(
	(
	
	

	Relation to family reference person
	(
	(
	
	

	Class of worker
	(
	(
	
	

	Educational attainment
	(
	(
	
	

	Labour force status
	(
	(
	
	

	Household income
	(
	(
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Trip characteristics
	
	
	
	

	Province of origin
	
	(
	(
	

	CD of origin
	
	(
	(
	

	CMA of origin
	
	(
	(
	

	Tourism region of origin
	
	(
	(
	

	Province of destination
	
	(
	(
	

	CD of destination
	
	(
	(
	

	CMA of destination
	
	(
	(
	

	Tourism region of destination
	
	(
	(
	

	Distance (one-way)
	
	(
	(
	

	Total number of nights
	
	(
	(
	

	Nights spent in Newfoundland ...
	
	(
	(
	

	Nights spent in hotel ...
	
	(
	(
	

	Mode of transportation
	
	(
	(
	

	Main purpose of trip
	
	(
	(
	

	Activities
	
	(
	(
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Visit characteristics
	
	
	
	

	Number of visit-nights
	
	(
	
	

	Number of visit-nights - hotel ...
	
	(
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditures variables
	
	
	
	

	Total cost of packages
	
	
	(
	

	Reported expenditures variables
	
	
	(
	(

	Reallocated expenditures variables
	
	
	(
	


Modified from Table 4, page 78 of the CTS Microdata User’s Guide, 87M0006GPE

� Summary from CTS Microdata User’s Guide, 87M0006GPE.


� This information appears in the variables YRSAMEPR, YRCANADA, YRUSA, YROTHER.
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