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What’s the scoop on …

Canadian Business Patterns

2000


What is it?

Canadian Business Patterns (CBP) provides counts of business establishments. Businesses are classified using NAICS and SIC codes for 9 employment size ranges, with national, provincial and CA/CMA level of coverage.  The statistics are provided as Beyond 20/20 ivt tables, and a searchable version of NAICS is included with the product.  
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Note that the version of CBP available through the DLI does not currently include the lower levels of geography (census divisions and census subdivisions) that are listed on the IPS. 

When would I use it?

According to the documentation, the primary purpose of these counts is to improve the efficiency of samples selected to conduct statistical surveys.  It is therefore not appropriate to use this product to compile industry employment estimates and the caveat is made that 5 to 9 employees could be 5 to 9 full time employees, 10 to 18 part-time employees, or any combination within that general range.  Nonetheless, it does provide interesting information on industry activity in a particular region.  

What do I need to use it?

It is best to request the CD-ROM. The program is set up to look for a CD-ROM and works well if it can find one in the drive.  You’ll need 22-50 MB hard disk space, if you work with the CBP on CD-ROM.  The file can be downloaded as a zipped file from the ftp site, but there are some technical problems you need to resolve if you use this approach.  

Regardless of whether or not you run the installation from the CD or from the files downloaded on your hard drive, installation should take place without too much stress.  If you have the Adobe Acrobat reader on your machine, you should not accept the option to install it.  What you will do is change the directory information in the NAICS program so it can find your existing Reader software.  Choose File and click on parameters.  In the line for Adobe Reader, change the default to refer to the existing directory location of your Adobe Reader.  You will have to type in the location (or copy and paste the information) as there is not browse function.

How do I use it?

The first screen provides four choices: the Data Browser takes you directly into Beyond 20/20 and table selection; the NAICS link allows you to access information regarding NAICS and SIC codes, and provides a searchable version of NAICS; Definitions and Concepts provides basic information about the product; and Tutorials button links you to detailed instructions and tutorials for using software associated with this product.
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You can go directly into the data, but users may chose to find out the applicable NAICS code first.  By clicking on the NAICS button and selecting the alphabetic index, a search box opens to allow you to type in the industry.
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With the NAICS code in hand, close NAICS and select Data Tables from the home page.
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Select the level of geography (in this case, we are selecting CA/CMA level) and select either the tables by NAICS 2, 3,4, or 6 level codes or the appropriate SIC level codes.  Manipulate the table to isolate the industry code and the geography you need, and voila!
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Where do I get more information?

There is a great deal more information on the NAICS and SIC-E relationships, and how to use the concordances in the Concepts and Definitions link.  That document also explains what the term “Residue” means in geographical terms, and the criteria for inclusion/exclusion of a business enterprise in this product.
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