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What’s the scoop on …

Taxfiler Data


What is it?

The Taxfiler database, produced by the Small Area and Administrative Data Division, contains statistics in Excel format relating to tax information derived from data in the annual tax file held by Canada Customs and Revenue Agency.  

The statistics are provided for various themes by geographic level.  The important thing to know about this product is that, although the description implies that you can get small area data, statistics are available only at the Canada, provincial and CMA levels of geography in the file distributed through DLI.

When would I use it?

If you need the distribution of lone-parent family incomes for young parents (0-24 years of age) median income (SAD98fam04b.xls) or if you need the number of amount of taxfilers reporting Employment Insurance benefits by province (sad98edp.xls), this is a product worth downloading and organizing for your users. It is a nice supplement to the geographic information provided in the publication Tax Statistics on Individuals but note that your users may be satisfied with the tables included as part of Neighbourhood Insights (see below).

What do I need to use it?

The files are provided in Excel and you can either use the Excel Spreadsheet File Viewer, or the full version of Excel that comes with the MSOffice suite.  Accompanying documentation is available in PDF format and requires the Adobe Acrobat reader. Note that the record layouts are useful to those users planning to order a custom tabulation but are not critical to download to use the file  

Much like the Census, the biggest challenge with the Taxfiler database is figuring out what variables are represented in which components of the database.  There are three ways you can go about finding this information.

A.  Download each user guide for the various products and peruse the variables described.

B.  Obtain a listing of the table titles on the McGill or University of Toronto Data Library Service, (note that the variables in the file are not described on these sites).  

C.  Examine the product descriptions in the Online Catalogue and check under the keywords at the bottom of the file. The benefit of this approach is that you can get definitions from some of the odd terminology used in the file, such as “Room” in the RRSP Contribution Limits file.

Note that the files available vary from year to year and that not all files are released simultaneously.   The following is the release schedule for taxfiler data:

	Product Name
	Product number
	Release date

	Economic Dependency Profiles
	13C0017
	July

	Labour Force Income Profiles
	71C0018
	July

	Families
	13C0016
	July

	Neighbourhood Income & Demographics
	13C0015
	July

	Seniors
	89C0022
	August

	Charitable Donors
	13C0014
	December

	Migration Estimates
	91C0025
	See note below

	
	
	

	Financial Databases of SAAD
	
	

	RRSP Contributors
	17C0006
	November

	RRSP Contribution Limits 
	17C0011
	

	Canadian Savers
	17C0009
	November

	Canadian Investors
	17C0007
	November

	Canadian Investment Income
	17C0008
	November

	Canadian Taxfilers
	17C0010
	November


There are two other files are produced by SAAD: the last edition of Migration Estimates (91C0025) was for 1997; the other, the Postal Area Profiles (89C0021), has been produced at least once in print format (17-203) but does not appear to have been released through the DLI.. 

How do I use it?

The files are downloaded as Excel files, which are sometimes zipped by theme for a more expedient transfer of files.  Unzip the file, and the data files are ready for opening in Excel.  This is an extract of one of the files: 

[image: image2.jpg]éx ey
Kt et 1)
L)




Cautionary note: When you open the file in Excel, you will note that the full title of the table is not provided as a header.  You may want to suggest that users keep track of their work, as it is easy to forget that sad87fam04b.xls is the “Lone-parent families by total income and age of parent.”

Where do I get more information?

There is plenty of pithy reading in the user guides on the taxfiler database, available for downloading from the DLI web ftp site.  However, consider these resources first:

Neighbourhood Insights 

http://www.statcan.ca/english/IPS/Data/17-507-XIE.htm
This is an excellent description of the database components and has an invaluable compendium of tables as an appendix.  Start here in the quest to figure out  the Taxfilers files—I wish I had!

Financial Databanks of the Small Area and Administrative Data Division


[Statistical Data Documentation System Reference Number 4106]


http://www.statcan.ca/english/concepts/quality/4106b.pdf
1998 LAD Dictionary: Longitudinal Administrative Databank Dictionary 


http://www.statcan.ca/english/concepts/0009813C0019e.pdf
 
91 pages of explanation on the database, for those wondering what to do with their evenings

It may be useful to know that there are more statistics on taxfilers on the Canada Customs and Revenue Agency site.  See: http://www.ccra-adrc.gc.ca/tax/individuals/stats/ for electronic copies of the Tax Statistics on Individuals and on available CSV downloadable files.

Sample list of Excel files and variables

I. Economic Dependency Profiles (13C0017)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA

Latest User Guide: 1997
Thematic: Employment Insurance, Goods and Services Tax Credit, Canada Child Tax Benefit, Old Age Security / Net Federal Supplements, Canada and Quebec Pension Plans, Workers' Compensation, Social Assistance and Family Benefits

Tables:

     1.  Economic dependency profiles tables

II.  Labour Force Income  (13C0018)
Geography: Nation, province, CMA

Latest User Guide: 1997
Thematic Total Income- Employment income; Wages, Salaries and Commissions, Self-Employment Income, Employment Insurance

Tables:

.     1. Labour Force income profiles tables
III.  Families (13C0016)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA

Latest User Guide: 1997
Thematic:  age group of family members, number and age of children, average family size, total family income range by age of older parent and by number of children, sources of family income, economic dependency, labour force participation, single versus dual-earner families, wife's contribution to  total employment income of husband-wife families and language of filed tax forms.

Tables:

       1. Summary Table

       2. Number of Persons by Age Group and by Family Type

       3. Number of Families by Age of Older Parent and by Number of Children

       4. Number of Family Units by Total Income and by Age of Older Spouse

       5. Number of Families by Total Income and by Number of Children

       6. Sources of Income by Family Type

       7. Economic Dependency Profile of Husband-Wife Families

       8. Economic Dependency Profile of Lone Parent Families

       9. Labour Force Profile of Husband-Wife Families

       10. Labour Force Profile of Lone Parent Families and Non-Family Persons

       11. Labour Force by Age Group and Gender

       12. Employment Insurance by Age Group and Gender

       13. Single-Earner and Dual-Earner Families by Number of Children

       14. Husband-Wife Families by Percentage of Wife's Contribution to Husband-Wife Employment Income

       15. Number of Family Units and Children by Age of Children

       16. Number of Family Units and Persons by Language of Tax Form

       17. Low Income (based on Before-Tax Low Income Measures, LIMs)

       18. After-Tax Low Income (based on After-Tax Low Income Measures, LIMs)

IV.  Neighbourhood Income and Demographics (13C0015)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA

Latest User Guide: 1997

Thematic:  age groups, canada pension plan, child tax benefits, dividends, earnings, employment insurance benefits, goods and services tax rebates, government transfer payments, guaranteed income supplement, household income, interest payments, investment income, marital status, median income, old age security pensions, pension income, quebec pension plan, registered retirement savings plans, salaries and wages, self-employment income, sex, social assistance, supplementary benefits, tax credits

Tables:

       1) Summary Table

       2) Taxfilers and Dependents by Marital Status and by Age Group

       3) Taxfilers and Dependents by Single Year of Age

       4) Taxfilers and Dependents with Total Income by Source of Income

       5) Taxfilers and Dependents with Total Income by Total Income, Sex and Age Group

V.  Seniors (89C0022)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA

Latest User Guide: 1997
Thematic:  age groups, canada pension plan, child tax benefits, earnings, employment insurance benefits, families with children, families without children, goods and services tax, government transfer payments, guaranteed income supplement, income, investment income, lone parent families, marital status, old age security pensions, pensions, quebec pension plan, registered retirement savings plans, salaries and wages, self employment income, social assistance, workers' compensation.

Tables:

       1) Number of Senior Family Units by Age Group

       2) Number of Individuals in Senior Family Units by Age and Gender

       3) Sources of Income of Senior Husband-Wife Families

       4) Sources of Income of Senior Lone-Parent Families and Senior Non-Family Persons

       5) Sources of Income of Senior Individuals by Age Group

VI.  Charitable Donors (13C0014)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA

Latest User Guide: 1998
Thematic:  total number of donors, average age, average donation by age group, total and median charitable donations, median total income and 75th percentile of total income, percentages of donors by sex, age group or income group

Table

      1. Summary (number of donors, average donation by age group, median donation, median income) 

       2. Age and Sex (percentages of donors by sex or by age group, median and total donations by sex. 

       3. Income Groups (percentages of donors and donations by level of total income) s:

VII.  RRSP Contributors (17C0006)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA
Latest User Guide: Financial Databanks user guide1998
Thematic:  total number of taxfilers reporting RRSP contributions, average age of contributors, median employment income for contributors, 75th percentile of employment income, total and median contributions, and for age groups, income groups and sex, percentage of contributors and contributions

Table:

       1. Summary (number of contributors, average age, median employment income and contributions)

       2. Age Groups (percentages of contributors and contributions for seven age groups)

       3. Sex (percentages of contributors and contributions plus median dollar contributions, by gender)

       4. Income Groups (percentages of contributors and contributions by level of income)

VIII.  RRSP Contribution Limits (17C0011)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA

Latest User Guide: 1999
Thematic:  new room, unused room and total room, average age, percentage of females, median earned income, average dollar amount of new room, percentage of new room greater than several predetermined dollar levels.

Tables:

     1) People with Room

     2) Characteristics of People with New Room

IX.  Canadian Savers (17C0009)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA
Latest User Guide: Financial Databanks user guide 1998
Thematic: total number of taxfilers and savers, average age of savers, median total income, total and median interest income, percentage of savers and dollars of interest income received by age group, income group and sex, median interest income received by sex

Tables:

     1. Summary (savers, average age, median total income, total interest income, median interest income)

     2. Age Groups (percentages of savers and dollars of interest income, for seven age groups)

     3. Sex (percentages of savers, dollars of interest income, plus median interest income received, by gender)

     4. Income Groups (percentages of savers and dollars of interest income received by level of total income)

X.  Canadian Investors (17C0007)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA
Latest User Guide: Financial Databanks user guide 1998
Thematic: average age of investors, median total income, percentage of investment income received from dividends,  total and  median investment incomes, percentage of investors and investment income received by investors by age group, income group and sex, median investment income received by sex

Tables:
      1. Summary (number of investors, average age, median total income, total investment income, median investment income) 

       2. Age Groups (percentages of investors and dollars of investment income for seven age groups)

       3. Sex (percentages of investors, dollars of investment income, median investment income, by gender)

       4. Income Groups (percentages of investors, dollars of investment income received by level of total income.

XI.  Canadian Investment Income (17C0008)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA
Latest User Guide: Financial Databanks user guide 1998
Thematic: total number of taxfilers, taxfilers reporting investment income, average age of those reporting investment income, median total income, total and median investment incomes, ercentage of receivers of investment income by age group, income group and sex, percentage of investment income received by age group, income group and sex, median investment income received by sex

Tables:

     1. Summary (highlighting the number of receivers of investment income, average age, median total income,  total investment and median investment income) 

     2. Age Groups (percentages of receivers of investment income, investment income for seven age groups) 

     3. Sex (percentages of receivers of investment income, investment income, plus median investment income in dollars, by gender) 

       4. Income Groups (percentages of receivers of investment income, investment income by level of total income)

XII.  Canadian Taxfilers (17C0010)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA
Latest User Guide: Financial Databanks user guide 1998
Thematic: number of taxfilers, the percentage who filed a French tax form, percentage in various age groups and income groups, average age of taxfilers, median and 75th percentile of total and employment incomes

Tables:

       1. Summary (number of taxfilers, average age, percentage by age group and median income) 

       2. Income Groups (percentage of taxfilers and dollars of total income received by level of total income)

XIII.  Migration Estimates (91C0025)

Geography: Nation, province, CMA


Latest User Guide: 1997
Thematic: 

Tables:

      1. By Province of Origin/Destination

      2. By Age Group

      3. By Type of Migration and Sex

      4. Major Flows by Census Division of Origin/Destination, or by Census Metropolitan Area/non-Census

       Metropolitan Area of Origin/Destination
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