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What’s the scoop on …

SPED:

[Sub-Provincial Employment Dynamics]


What is it?

SPED is an offspring of ED—but is best regarded as the unruly black sheep of the family. Like ED, this product contains selected statistics on businesses (new, continuing or defunct) and the number of jobs but—and this is significant--at the provincial and sub-provincial level (i.e. major urban centers). The statistics are pulled from a longitudinal database of all businesses that issue T4 slips [LEAP], as are the ED statistics, but instead of being provided as xls tables, the data are presented as a page image.  

SPED is only available on CD-ROM at this time. 
When would I use it?
If you need employment change indicators for businesses at the CMA level, SPED will work well for you.

What do I need to use it?

Using it is not difficult.  But to install it, you need patience and a good computer support person.  SPED comes with two pages of installation instructions in the readme file (basically not useful), but there is an invaluable translation of error messages associated with this product on the DLI web ftp site.  Print  it before proceeding with installation--and make sure you have completely removed any other versions of SPED from your machine, including any miscellaneous files!

How do I use it?

Installing it is the hard part.  It is a snap to use!  

Select “Generate a table” from the main screen:
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Select the years and geography you want:
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And view the table.  It can be printed  or exported at this point, but no other manipulation is possible. To export the file, click on the Export icon and select a destination for exporting the file, as well as the preferred export format.  Selections on format include:

character-separated values

comma separated values (CVS)

Crystal reports (RPT)

Data Interchange Format (DIF)

Excel 2.1 (XLS).
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The file as saved can be opened in Excel, should you so desire.

Where do I get more information?

The DLI Unit was able to get more documentation for this file and it will be on the DLI web ftp site shortly.  The documentation provides definitions for “ILU” which is not described nor footnoted in SPED itself but is an important concept in SPED.
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