	
	What’s the scoop on…

ESAS:

Extraction System of Agricultural Statistics



What is it?

ESAS is a retrieval system for an aggregate database on farm operations.  It comes out annually on a CD-ROM and is derived from a massive Agriculture Canada/Statistics Canada project, the Whole Farm Data Base.  

Can I have more background?
ESAS provides more detailed information than is currently available in CANSIM and it also comes with a lot of documentation; they did not scrimp on efforts to cover the basics in a variety of formats.  The WFDB pulls data from the Taxation Data Program, the National Farm Survey (1988-1992), the June Crops Survey, the July Livestock Survey, and the Farm Financial Survey.

What can I find in this database?

Once the database is installed on your machine, users have a choice of accepting predefined, frequently requested tabulations, or by customizing a tabulation.  Fields include:

· Itemized operating revenues and expenses

· Sources and levels of farm and off-farm income for operators and farm families;

· Data on assets, liabilities and capital investments for farms;

· Land use and livestock inventories by region (CARS), farm type (12 types e.g. dairy), and revenue class (7 categories, beginning at $10,000).

Tables can be output in a variety of formats for use in other programs, or simple calculations can be done in the program itself.

