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	What’s the scoop on …

DGAIS

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dangerous Goods Accident Information System

(On train wrecks and other things that go “Boom!” in the night)


From 1998 to 2002 the average number of recorded accidents involving dangerous goods came to 544.  While this is a comparatively small number out of the estimated 27 million dangerous goods shipments annually, headlines across the country attest to the serious nature these occurrences represent to transportation workers and the general public.

What is it?

As Statscan says, “The Dangerous Goods Accident Information System (DGAIS) is a database of all reported accidents involving the transport of dangerous goods. These reports are filed if the occurrence of an accident involving a dangerous good results in a release that presents a danger to health, life, property or the environment. Reports are also filed for accidents involving death or injury, or damage to the means of containment due to impact stress or fatigue. The data are presented on an annual basis. There is a high level of detail available for each accident, ranging from the date, time and location of the accident to the emergency response personnel who responded to the scene of the accident.”

DGAIS is based on Dangerous Occurrence Reports (DOR) sent to the Transport Dangerous Goods Directorate (TDG) at Transport Canada.  The Directorate collects the report information on what can happen, when, where, and why in accidents involving dangerous goods.  Statscan becomes involved because the TDG Directorate transferred the responsibility for responding to all requests for information to Statistics Canada.  Still, the TDG maintains responsibility for the integrity, accuracy and reliability of the data and is cited by Statscan as the ‘sponsor’ of the DGAIS.

Who uses it?

Governments at all three levels and specifically emergency measures organizations and hazardous materials (HAZMAT) response teams.  At universities, any research on engineering or policy analysis on the environment, transportation, nuclear safety, population health, and workplace health and safety.  

What do I need to know about it?

Though there are time series in CANSIM on dangerous accidents which are generated from the reports, this product is a relational database for use with software such as MS Access or FoxPro; current coverage is from 1988-2002.  For additional information on dangerous goods, the TDG Directorate can be found at <www.tc.gc.ca/tdg/>
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