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I.  DEFINE THE TOPIC:
1.  Statistics or data: do you need just the numbers or do you need a data file?

2.  Define the topic in terms of subject and determine the unit of analysis.  

3.  List any geographical or time constraints or preferences

4.  Decide whether cross-sectional, longitudinal or time series data is most appropriate to your research.

5.  Do you want an opinion survey?  Or are you looking for other quantifiable measures?
II.  RESEARCH THE SUBJECT:
1.  Check for articles on your subject; this will not only suggest data sources to you but it will allow you to better interpret the data.

2.  Use the language of statistics and data: search using the evocative words ( “empirical”  and  “study or research”; “secondary analysis” “public use microdata file”) and familiarize yourself with classifications used in coding (National Occupational Classification, International Classification of Diseases, etc.).

3.  Ask who is likely to have been interested in collecting this data.

4.  Use the tools!  

III.  USE THE SEARCH TOOLS

From the UNB Libraries data page, scroll down and select “Searching Tools” 

http://www.lib.unb.ca/gddm/data/ 

1.  Subject searching: Try the Statistics Canada Catalogue or ICPSR topical approach. For the latter site, be sure that you specify that you wish to search the abstract as well as the title.

2.  Variable searching: Use “Variable Description” searching in IDLS, or try the University of Toronto Data Inventory and Opinion Poll data files

3.  Time Series:  Use CANSIM Subject search through ESTAT or the University of Toronto CHASS site.


4.  USE SUBJECT GUIDES
There are subject guides which can speed up your work.  This is a sampling of guides produced primarily for Canadian data sources.  
Canada health surveys, 1950-1997/ Kendall, Ora, Tammy Lipskie & Shauna MacEachern. Chronic Diseases in Canada, vol. 18(2), 1997. 



http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/main/lcdc/web/publicat/cdic/cdic182/index1.html

Finding data on women: a guide to major sources at Statistics Canada./ Ottawa, Ont.: Status of Women Canada, 1998      <http://www.swc-cfc.gc.ca/publish/research/1data-e.html> 

Guide to the national tourism indicators: sources and methods./ Ottawa, Ont.: Statistics Canada, 1996 (STC 13-594GPE) 

Guide to transportation data./ Ottawa, Ont.: Statistics Canada, 1995(STC 50F0001GPE)  http://www.statcan.ca:80/english/freepub/50F0001GIE/50F0001GIE.pdf 

Guide to data on elementary and secondary education in Canada / Ottawa: Statistics Canada, 1998 (STC 81F0004GIB). < http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/81F0004GIB/free.htm >

Guide to Statistics Canada information and data sources on adult education and training / Ottawa : Statistics Canada, 1997 (STC 81-580).  http://www.statcan.ca:80/english/freepub/81-580-XIB/free.htm 

Health statistics: catalogue of products and services./ Ottawa, Ont.: Statistics Canada, Oct. 1998  http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/82F0058XIE/82F0058XIE.pdf 

Labour market and income data guide./ Ottawa, Ont.: Statistics Canada, 1998 (STC 75F0010XIE)   http://prod.library.utoronto.ca/datalib/datar/cstdsp/71f0004xcb/1999/TABLES/DOC/lmidge.pdf 

People, Products and Services - Agriculture Division / Ottawa : Statistics Canada, 2001 (STC 21F003) http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/21F0003GIE/free.htm


 Data Services, UNB Libraries:   www.lib.unb.ca/gddm/data



STARTING POINTS FOR FINDING DATA





