DLI ATLANTIC TRAINING 2004

THE 2004 FLIPCHART QUESTIONS

	No.
	Question
	Response

	1.
	What are we supposed to do with “faulty release” data files wherein Statistics Canada issues a corrected version of a file such as CTUMS (our responsibility versus reality)?
	We are suppose to destroy all copies of them (if we have made copies for our users) —but ensuring all our users know this is a $50 question. It is useful for us to know just how bad the problem was with the original file, by the way.  We can put announcements on web pages, library news pages, or newsletters for total recalls but a web page note may be all that is needed in other cases. 

	2
	Synthetic file?

Perturbed file?

Dummy file?
	Basically, these are files that are masquerading as the Real File—that is the variables are there and, in the case of synthetic or perturbed files, a representation of the real data are there so they can be used to simulate analysis of the master file but findings from them should never be reported.  While the variables are real, the cases are not.

A dummy file is a metadata file with no real data.  STC people often use these three terms interchangeably.

	3
	Can you add LMAS and PALS to the French and English acronym lists on the DLI site?
	Yes, Sage will tend to this when she finally gets back at her desk (in about six weeks, according to her travel agent!).  André has an Excel spreadsheet with this information included but it is not yet on the DLI web site.

	4
	Acronym Alert:  EAC
	This is not the fabled Eastern Australian Current featured in “Finding Nemo”, but the DLI External Advisory Committee, mandated to represent to Statistics Canada, the needs and priorities of post-secondary education institutions for data and appropriate means of documentation and dissemination. The mandate of the EAC can be found at <www.statcan.ca/english/Dli/governance.htm> 

There are representatives of large and small DLI institutions on the EAC with regional representation: Elizabeth and Mary currently are representing the Atlantic region. Reports from the EAC meetings can be viewed at <www.statcan.ca/english/Dli/minutes.htm>.



	5
	When did Census Tracts come into play as standard census geography?
	According to the Census Dictionary, Census tracts were first used in 1941, and then in every census from 1951 to date.  In 1941, only two cities had census tracts created; by 1951, 14 cities were designated as Census tract geographic areas.

	6
	Concatenate?
	To link together as in (“string1”,”string2”,”string3”) = (“string1string2string3”) = “BillyJimBob” Walker.

	7
	Please fix up the messy websites (like http://www.statcan.ca/english/Dli/Data/Ftp/tlac/tlac1993-2003.htm)
	Just let us know which sites are giving you problems.

	8
	Acronym Alert:  PISA?
	Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is a new three-yearly OECD survey of the knowledge and skills of 15-yr-olds in the principal industrialised countries, provides some answers. It assesses how far students near the end of compulsory education have acquired some of the knowledge and skills that are essential for full participation in society. 

The Youth in Transition Survey (YITS) is associated with this international study. See The Daily release: http://www.statcan.ca/Daily/English/021125/d021125b.htm

Or also see the HRDC site: http://www.pisa.gc.ca/what_pisa.shtml

Data can be downloaded without charge at http://pisaweb.acer.edu.au/oecd/oecd_pisa_data.html

	9
	Why does our table from the census (95F0300csd01001-ivt.zip) in the Online Catalogue have:



DLI 
NO



DSP 
NO


if we can, indeed, get it through the DLI ftp site?
	We can rightly be indignant about the unclear message this gives our users and it will be brought up at the EAC meeting in May 2004.

This stems from an STC internal problem originating with how a product gets registered in the STC database and who does the registering.  Often there is confusion between the "format" of a product and the "content" of a product. For example the DLI may not get a product registered as a CD but we will get the content of the CD.   STC is in the process of changing how these products get registered and this change should go a long way in eliminating this confusion. 

	10
	What should we remember on presenting a visual display of data?
	Bars, graphs and charts are used to convey information, to communicate a message to a user. Some thought should go into the selection of the appropriate tools and how to use the tools responsibly.  

· For maps, you can only present one characteristic per time period.

· Gradations of colour on maps can be useful for displaying variables showing change or patterns

· Bar graphs are good for categories (discrete variables)

· Line graphs are good for displaying continuous variables

· Keep the pie slices to five or less; too many tiny pieces just leave the reader confused and hungry.

· Scatterplots are good for showing the relationship between two variables

· Box and whisker plots are good for continuous variables; the whiskers indicate values outside the middle 50 percent of the data

· Histograms are useful for showing continuous variables also (they look like bar graphs but without the gaps between categories
For more information, see the references provided in Heather’s presentation!

	11
	Can we buy a STC/DLI vest?
	There were several requests about this and the good news is that Wendy, Anne and Sage are investigating both clothing and product options for us.  Feedback to them on your preferences would be useful!  Send Sage a note!

	12
	Why did 81-219 (university tuition and other expenditures) move from the DSP to DLI?
	Good question and one that will be sent to Tony Moren, our DSP/DLI liaison person for investigation.  The Education Division is in transition in their management and dissemination of data and statistics; this may have been a victim of the transition.

	13
	Can you search within a box in Beyond 20/20?
	This came from a short one-on-one session we offered during the lunch break on day 2.  The question arose from a search using the “Find” dialogue box before any tables were selected for loading.  

Is it possible to refine a search by performing another search using the results of the first search?  ( Yes, it is possible to do this.

	14
	Where is the list of RDC projects?


	Research Data Centre projects can be viewed at http://www.statcan.ca/english/rdc/rdcprojects.htm

	15
	Can we have an e-copy of the reference questions?
	We will be adding the ones done during the session to the training programme site.  Remember that the responses highlight approaches and possible tools for a question but do not indicate a correct answer because of the dynamic nature of reference interviews.  The information must ultimately meet the needs the of the user and that is often an evolutionary process. 

	16
	You’ve mentioned surveys available through ISR--how do contact them for more information?


	Anne Oram of the Institute for Social Research did a presentation on files available from ISR at the Ontario DLI Training.  It is on the training site: http://www.ssc.uwo.ca/assoc/capdu/dli-training/2004_Ontario.html

	17
	Acronym Alert: 

   CIC?

   Metropolis?

   LIDS?

   LSIC?

   IMDB?

   NLSCY?
	CIC = Citizen and Immigration Canada

Metropolis = Metropolis is a funded program supporting research into all aspects of immigration and integration into Canadian society.  There are five Centres of Excellence associated with this program.  See: http://canada.metropolis.net/
LIDS = Landed Immigrant Data System (a microdata file from this administrative data system has been developed for distribution through the Metropolis Centres to affiliated Metropolis researchers)

LSIC = Longitudinal Survey of Immigrants to Canada (conducted by STC)

IMDB = Longitudinal Immigration Database which contains the tax returns of immigrants.  This file has no access through RDC’s or any other means for researchers.  Aggregate tables from the sources, called the IMDB Compendium Tables, are available to Metropolis-affiliated researchers.

NLSCY = National Longitudinal Survey of Children and Youth

	18
	Please fix up the confusing websites (e.g. http://www.statcan.ca/english/Dli/Data/Ftp/tlac/tlac1993-2003.htm)
	Just let us know which sites are giving you problems!

	19
	What is the difference between imputed and derived variables?
	A variable can be said to be "derived" for a number of reasons. Usually it is when the variable in question was not a direct question on the questionnaire but derived during the editing stage by combining two or more other variables.  For example we can combine the responses from the "sex" variable with the responses to the "number of cigarettes smoked daily"  to derived the catagories "male - heavy smoker;  male- light smoker;  female - heavy smoker; etc.  These variables usually have  "DV" somewhere in the variable label. 

A variable can also be said to be derived when we regroup the actual responses from one question so as to be able to release the data--for example: providing age in 5 year age groups instead of single years of age. This variable could be labeled as DVAGEGP to indicate that age has been changed into groups. 

When we talk of "imputation" we are usually referring to the case where there was an item non-response (a question not answered) and by looking at other variables we are able to assign an actual response.  For example if the "sex" variable is not answered but the "number of live births" variable has an answer we can probably assume that the record refers to a "female" respondent and impute the correct code.   Or if we cannot determine the correct response we can impute or assign a Not Stated code. Usually we do not identify variables that were imputed in a special way. 

Imputing a response can also be considered as creating a derived variable but usually we do not identify it as such. However some files that have imputed the response for "sex" will label the variable as DVSEX.  

Why is it useful to know if a variable is derived?  Because it may suggest that the master file contains more information for the researcher with a major research project and the user could be referred to a Research Data Centre, try for a custom tabulation or, if the option is available, suggest the remote job submission option

	20
	I put a question on the DLI List and did not receive a response.  It was a bit discouraging…
	If you do not receive a response on DLI list within a reasonable amount of time, ask again, please!

	21
	Acronym Alert: Cdb?
	Cdb=csv=comma delimited file

	22
	When you say “Commenting SPSS files”, what do you mean?
	A command line in a syntax file provides information to the computer about executing an instruction; a comment line in a syntax file, usually enclosed in asterisks, provides information to the user about the commands used and are not executable lines of syntax.

* Note - Please check this syntax file to ensure that commands (e.g., value labels, variable labels) are not split across lines.

* On the "Data List" line below, replace the "?:\?" characters with the exact location of the file (e.g., C:\data).

Data list list(tab) file='?:\?\ftp07331.dat' skip=1  / 1 

 CASEID (F5.0) 

 RECWGHT (F5.0) 

 DVREGION (F1.0) 

 . 

Variable labels 

  CASEID "Identification number" 

  RECWGHT "Weight" 

  DVREGION "Region"

Comment (info for user)

Comment

Command (info for computer)

Command



