DLI 2004 Orientation Workshop – based on 1997 workshop materials


DLI Reference Shelf

It is useful to know about some of the support products provided by Statistics Canada for their surveys and for related data files.  The following titles include general reference tools for locating and using Statistics Canada products, as well as general publications which can provide background information on Statistics Canada information.  Though this list is not exhaustive, it does indicate the range of support products available.

Publications are grouped into the following categories:
I. General Finding Aids;

II. Subject-Oriented Finding Aids;
III. Guides to Special Surveys;
IV. 2001 Census
V. Geography User Guides;
VI. Classification Systems;
VII. Flagship/General Interest publications; and
VIII. Other Data Sources. 

Descriptions of the titles are generally taken from the public version of Information on Products and Services on the Statistics Canada web site. 
URLs have been updated and were accurate as of April 1, 2004. The original document is: http://www.ssc.uwo.ca/assoc/capdu/DLI-training/1997/workshops/english/mod1ref.doc

I.  FINDING AIDS: GENERAL

CANSIM

http://estat.statcan.ca/cgi-win/CNSMCGI.exe?Lang=E&CANSIMFile=EStat/English/CII_1_E.htm
CANSIM is a multidimensional database containing several million time series regrouped in over 1,800 tables. This database is updated once a year only (except for special files such as Census materials and health data). EStat is available to all Canadian educational institutions upon request. [This is the first CANSIM stop I recommend to UWO data users, as the interface is easy to work with, and the price is right; for more recent data, I direct users to CHASS].

The CHASS subscription service offers the most current data as they are shipped the files from Statistics Canada (http://dc2.chass.utoronto.ca/cansim2/English/index.html).
It is also possible to retrieve data directly from the full Statistics Canada version of CANSIM (http://www.statcan.ca/english/ads/cansimII/index.htm), at a cost of $3 per time series.
The Daily
http://www.statcan.ca/english/dai-quo
This vehicle for first (official) release of statistical data and publications produced by Statistics Canada, provides highlights of newly released data with source information for more detailed facts. It contains weekly and monthly schedules of upcoming major new releases and announces new non‑print products and new services. 
DLI List / site / reference materials
http://www.statcan.ca/english/Dli/dli.htm
The DLI site includes a wealth of reference materials, such as the DLI-List (searchable only by DLI reps), contact information, release dates, etc.

ESTAT
http://www.statcan.ca/english/Estat/licence.htm
Statistics Canada's E-STAT is a dynamic interactive teaching and learning tool for the education community. It offers an enormous warehouse of reliable and timely statistics about Canada and its ever-changing people. CANSIM in E-STAT is updated once a year during the summer months and is free to educational institutions, including Depository Libraries. 
Guide to managing Statistics Canada publications in libraries 
11-208 [Paper]

This guide, in large part superseded by the IPS, features a comprehensive listing of all catalogued publications released since 1917.  In addition to suggested retention policies, the entries provide links between current and discontinued publications and other useful reference notes.

Guide to Statistics Canada's programs and products, 1995
12‑575 XPE [Paper] 

The guide describes the Agency's survey activities and statistical programs and their products, drawing upon information that is maintained in a data base described as the Statistical Data Documentation System. The information provided gives an indication of the nature and content of the different surveys and statistical programs, including their frequency and coverage, the main topics covered and the availability of the data produced. An alphabetical index allows users to acquaint themselves with the range of information available and to identify the survey or statistical program through which it is collected or compiled. The name and telephone number of a contact person is provided, from whom additional information about data availability can be obtained. 

Guide to Statistics Canada's programs and products ‑ Supplement
12‑575 SPE [Paper] 

The supplement covers surveys and statistical programs undertaken since the Guide was published. In addition, it lists programs that have been discontinued or have had contact persons change since original publication. 

Historical Catalogue of Statistics Canada Publications, 1918-1980
11-512 [Paper]

This catalogue provides a complete record of all catalogued publications of Statistics Canada and the Dominion Bureau of Statistics from 1918 to December 31, 1980.  It includes references to materials dating from the 1851 Census and a number of publications of other federal departments issued prior to 1918.

Historical Statistics of Canada (2nd ed.)
11-516 [Paper]

The compendium of historical statistics, covering 22 topics, draws together social, economic and political time series from a wide variety of sources.  The book provides explanatory notes on the statistics and contains detailed source notes.

Available online at:

http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/11-516-XIE/sectiona/toc.htm
Infomat: a weekly review 
11-002 [Internet]

The Weekly Review highlights major Statistics Canada reports, reference papers and other releases. It contains charts, a summary of the latest monthly statistics and a complete list of publications released during the week, arranged alphabetically by originating division.

Available by subscription or through DSP at:

http://dsp-psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/Collection-R/Statcan/11-002-XIE/11-002-XIE.html
Information on Products and Services (IPS)
IPS is a searchable database of Statistics Canada publications, products and services, available on the Statistics Canada’s web site. With IPS you can search on keyword or catalogue number to find out what publications or electronic products, microdata files, or services are available in your area of interest.
http://www.statcan.ca/english/services/ips.htm
Inventory of Statistics Canada's questionnaires
12‑205‑XCB [CD‑ROM] 

This product displays images of all the questionnaires used by Statistics Canada in the previous calendar year.  Grouped by survey and statistical program, the questionnaires can be searched by questionnaire and survey title as well as by topic. The inventory carries the name and telephone number of each survey manager.  Last regularly issued paper edition (1993) has title: Index to Statistics Canada surveys and questionnaires (12-205). Apparently no longer produced; now available online through links on the survey pages.
Listing of supplementary documents 
11-207 [Paper]

This publication provided a listing of Statistics Canada research papers, technical reports and conference proceedings which were not covered in the Statistics Canada Catalogue, though many are included in the IPS.  The 1991 edition is a revised cumulation which includes more than 400 new items and replaces and updates previous editions. [Note: No longer published]

Overview of special surveys  
12F0030 XPE [Paper]

This publication is available for each year from 1976 through to 1993. It lists the special surveys that were conducted during the year and typically contains a copy of the questionnaire that was used for the surveys. Though the status of this publication is listed in IPS as ongoing, there have been no new issues since the 1993 edition.  Much of the information in this publications is available on 12-205 (CD-ROM).

Statistics Canada Catalogue
11-204 [Paper]

This catalogue lists publications available for sale from Statistics Canada as well as maps/mapping services and electronic products and services.  Much of the information contained in the Catalogue is now incorporated into the IPS, but the print catalogue is useful for getting an overview of Statistics Canada’s publications.  A guide to finding and using statistics is included, as are separate author/title and subject indexes. [Note: appears to have ceased publication]
Thematic Search Tool for Research in the Social Sciences (TST)

http://www.statcan.ca/english/Tst/ssint.htm 
The Thematic Search Tool for Research in Social Statistics is intended as a guide to data or variables available on the microdata files of a wide range of Statistics Canada sources dating from 1985. [My most detested tool, because it seems very convoluted to work with. Others swear by it …]

II.  SUBJECT-ORIENTED FINDING AIDS

Statistics Canada has compiled various subject-oriented guides to surveys and data sources over the years.  Some of these titles are dated and should be used as historical sources with the IPS and the TST as a first line of approach.  However, users and data librarians alike may find the following titles useful for discovering the range of data files available on a particular subject.

Databases for environmental analysis: federal, provincial 
11‑532 XDE [Diskette] 

and territorial governments (1995) 

A practical tool for customized research, Databases for Environmental Analysis is an electronic inventory of data sources held by federal, provincial, and territorial governments. It lists over 1,200 environment‑related databases and includes information on the size, scope and date of each source, whom to contact and more.  This is a combined (and updated) electronic version of the printed publications 11‑527‑XPE and 11‑529‑XPE which will not be reprinted

Guide to data on elementary and secondary education
 81F0004 GPB [Paper] 

in Canada (1995)
The guide lists and briefly describes the main sources of data, and for each source gives: data coverage, main variables available, strengths and limitation of the data, historical continuity, frequency and means of dissemination, and an indication of the type of analysis that can be performed. 

Guide to Statistics Canada information and data sources on
81‑580 XPB [Paper] 
adult education and training (1997)


This guide provides a summary description of all Statistics Canada surveys related to adult education and training. From a selected variable, it allows the identification of surveys that can provide information. It also indicates relevant publications and how to obtain additional information. This publication is also available on an order basis through the Internet.

Guide to Statistics Canada data on women
11-523 [Paper]

Divided into three parts, the guide briefly describes all Statistics Canada publications containing data on women.  It catalogues information that has not been published, but is available on microfiche or in electronic format.  It also lists a selection of articles that examine women’s issues.  Date: 1987 [o.p.]

Guide to the national tourism indicators: 
13‑594 GPE [Paper] 

sources and methods (1996)
This product, Guide to the national tourism indicators, provides quarterly and annual updates for the Tourism Satellite Account (TSA 1988). The indicators were developed for the purpose of monitoring supply, demand and employment for tourism in Canada on a timely basis. The guide provides information on the methods used to derive the supply, demand and employment indicators. It also provides information on the seasonal adjustment method and the derivative of constant dollar series.

Guide to transportation data (1995)
50F0001 GPE [Paper] 

The guide contains a description of Statistics Canada surveys that contain transportation-related information. Each survey is listed with the survey name, a person to contact, phone number and fax number, a brief description of the transportation related information in the survey, the periodicity of the survey and the publication catalogue number, name and price where the information can be found. 

Health Statistics: Catalogue of Products and Services
http://www.statcan.ca/english/IPS/Data/82F0058XIE.htm
This catalogue provides a comprehensive reference to health information available from Statistics Canada. The products, services and surveys listed in this publication cover such broad subject areas as vital statistics, health status, health determinants, and health care.
Index to Municipal Data, 1982
11-515 [Paper]

Now out-dated, this publication provided a listing of publications, by municipality, which contained statistics at the municipal level.  All the 1981 census subdivisions, census metropolitan areas, and census agglomerations are listed, and the Index includes a guide to unpublished small area data sources within Statistics Canada.

Labour market and income data guide (1995) 
75F0010 XPB [Paper]  

The publication guides you through the vast array of labour market and income data sources and provides examples on how to use them. It offers detailed descriptions of the various surveys, including the data collected; a summary chart gives snapshot information for comparisons. 

People, products and service, Agriculture Division, 2000 
21F0003XPB [Paper]

This handy, easy‑to‑use reference guide to the Agriculture Division provides a complete list of all contacts plus detailed descriptions of all the services available including: custom services; publications; fax services; educational products; working papers; and electronic products and services.  Note:  This became a bilingual publication with the 1997 edition. 

Products and services of the international trade division (1995) 
65F0010 XPE [Paper]

This publication is designed to be a comprehensive guide to the wide range of both print and electronic products and services available from the International Trade Division. 


III.  GUIDES TO SPECIAL SURVEYS

Many of the data files include print or electronic codebooks which contain information on the survey methodology and background.  However, for new users of a survey, some of the definitions and background information available in Statistics Canada publications can be a useful introduction.  The following are a selection of some of these guides:

Apparent per capita food consumption in Canada: 
32‑509 XPE [Paper] 

reference manual for catalogue 32‑229 and 32‑230 

This methodology paper outlines the data sources and methods pertaining to the calculation of domestic consumption of food in Canada. It relates specifically to the following food groups: cereals; sugars and syrups; pulses and nuts; beverages; dairy products and by‑products; meats; oils and fats; fruits and vegetables; poultry and eggs; fish.  Note: 32‑509‑XPE continues 21‑602‑XPE, nos. 7 and 8.

The Consumer Price Index reference paper: update based on
62-553XPB [Paper]

               1992 expenditures 
The Consumer Price Index reference paper provides an overview of the CPI. It is intended for a varied audience, ranging from users interested in general information to those requiring more technical or theoretical details. As such, it is not limited to the description of changes associated with the incorporation of the 1992 basket alone but presents and explains all the important aspects of the CPI: that is, its concepts, scope, procedures of data collection and computation, uses and interpretation. 

General Social Survey: Features and Status Report
[unnumbered]

This brief publication gives an overview of the General Social Surveys and is useful in providing a background to first time users of the General Social Surveys.

Guide to the Labour Force Survey
http://www.statcan.ca/english/IPS/Data/71-543-GIE.htm
The new Guide to the Labour Force Survey is available on the Statistics Canada web site as a downloadable .PDF file, along with related LFS survey information.  The Guide  contains a dictionary of concepts and definitions, and covers subjects such as survey methodology, data collection, data  processing, data quality, and information on products and services. The new LFS Questionnaire accompanies the guide. 

A user guide to the Canadian system of national accounts 
13‑589 XPE [Paper]

The report covers some principal national accounting tenets and embraces input‑output, income and expenditure, financial flows, national balance sheets, balance of payments and the international investment position as well as the key concepts of each component.  This book is intended for use by those working in the field as a general reference guide, and for outside users as an introduction to the availability and contents of the Canadian System of National Accounts. 

User's guide to 1991 Aboriginal data 
89F0028 GPE [Paper] 

This is a comprehensive guide to two sources of statistical information about Aboriginal peoples in Canada: the 1991 Census and the 1991 Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS). The guide is designed to inform the data user about the different types of data from these two sources, and to direct the user to the statistical source that best meets his or her information needs.  The guide is offered free to all users of the Aboriginal Census and Aboriginal Peoples Survey data. 


 IV.  CENSUS 2001

[The site to start for Census inquiries, providing free public data and links.]

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census01/home/index.cfm
2001 Census catalogue 


http://www.statcan.ca/english/census2001/2001catalogue/index.htm
Contains detailed descriptions of all products and services based on the 2001 Census, including prices, release dates and media, catalogue numbers and ISBN numbers. For the first time, the 2001 Census Catalogue is released on the Internet only, on an incremental basis, and is subject to change. Since some of its details are not finalized at the time of initial release, this new approach will provide users with more timely access to the range of products and services than in previous censuses. Information will be updated periodically.
2001 Census dictionary

http://www.statcan.ca/english/census2001/dict/index.htm
The 2001 Census Dictionary provides detailed information on all of the concepts, universes, variables and geographic terms of the 2001 Census. The information provided for each variable includes a definition, the associated census question(s), the applicable response categories or classifications and special notes, for instance, on historical aspects. 

New this year in the Internet version of the 2001 Census Dictionary is the inclusion of supplemental plain language definitions for certain variables, without census or Statistics Canada jargon, to help users better understand the meaning of the definitions.

2001 Census handbook 


http://www.statcan.ca/english/census2001/2001handbook/index.htm
The 2001 Census Handbook is a reference document covering every aspect of the 2001 Census of Population and Census of Agriculture. It provides an overview of every phase of the census, from content determination to data dissemination. It traces the history of the census from the early days of New France to the present. It also contains information about the protection of confidential information in census questions and variables, along with information about data quality and the possible uses of census data. Also covered are census geography and the range of products and services available from the 2001 Census database.
2001 Census preview of products and services

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census01/Products/Reference/preview.cfm
The 2001 Census Preview of Products and Services offers a first look at the range of products and services available from the Census of Population, and the Census of Agriculture, of 2001. This publication presents general information on the content, release dates, format and prices for different products. 

· Features for the 2001 Census Preview include the topics and dates for the main data releases. Reference, geography, analytical and standard data products are described, as well as custom data services. The Census of Agriculture database serves as the source for additional products and services
Reference guides for older census are detailed in the 1997 version of this document, at http://www.ssc.uwo.ca/assoc/capdu/DLI-training/1997/workshops/english/mod1ref.doc

V.  GEOGRAPHY USER GUIDES

In addition to the Standard Geographical Classification, the following are useful tools to refer to in using Census and other geography supported by Statistics Canada.  Again, the list is not exhaustive and users should be aware that there are printed maps for the geographical divisions used by Statistics Canada, available for purchase from the Regional Offices.
2001 Reference guides
Reference guides for a number of 2001 Census products are available online at:

http://geodepot.statcan.ca/Diss/Reference/ReferenceGuides/ReferenceGuides_e.cfm
These guides include:

· Geosuite (92F0150GIE);

· Reference maps at the DA, CSD, CD and CT levels (92F0146GIE, 92F0149GIE & 92F0145GIE);

· Road network files (92F0157GIE);

· Skeletal road network files (92F0158GIE);

· Population Ecumene Census Division Boundary File (92F0159GIE); and
· Cartographic boundary files (92F0171GIE).
Reference guides for older products are detailed in the 1997 version of this document, at 

http://www.ssc.uwo.ca/assoc/capdu/DLI-training/1997/workshops/english/mod1ref.doc

VI.  CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS

Some of the classification systems used by Statistics Canada are available in electronic format through DLI, and others are produced by other agencies (e.g. National Occupational Classification, issued by Human Resources Development Canada).  These tools can be useful in getting an overview of how the researchers used the classification system in their surveys.  Because Statistics Canada surveys span many decades, all editions of classification systems are generally kept for reference purposes.  Note that Statistics Canada also provides various concordances to provide links between various editions of classification systems, and to provide assistance in understanding the relationship between cognate classification systems. Fuller details on older classification systems are found in the previous version of this document.

A page providing links to various industrial classification systems (including the North American Industrial Classification System(s) and the 1980 Standard Industrial Classification) is found at:
http://www.statcan.ca/english/concepts/industry.htm
A page providing links to various product classification systems (including the Standard Classification of Goods (SCG, 2000 and 2001), the Standard Classification of Transported Goods (SCTG), 1996, and the North American Product Classification System (NAPCS), 2007 is found at: http://www.statcan.ca/english/concepts/commodities.htm
A page providing links to various occupational classification systems (including the National Occupational Classification System and the 1991 Standard Occupational Classification) is found at: http://www.statcan.ca/english/concepts/occupation.htm
Standard Geographical Classification. Volume I-III.  
12‑571‑>12-573 XPB [Paper] 

The Standard Geographical Classification (SGC) is a system of names and codes representing areas of Canada.  It consists of a three-tiered hierarchy ‑ province or territory, census division, and census subdivision.  The classification volume contains tables of SGC units with their names and codes and an alphabetical index of place names. It also covers related areas based upon the SGC.  Note: Editions of 12‑571‑XPB were produced with 1986, 1991 and 1996 classifications.  It also contains lists of changes which have affected boundaries, names, and codes of municipalities since January 1, 1986.  12-571-XPB continues 12-554-XPB. 
Quality guidelines 
12‑539‑XPE [Paper] 

The manual is a bringing together, in a comprehensive and summary form, of the collection of methods, procedures and practices that govern the pursuit of quality objectives in the execution of statistical activities.

VII.  FLAGSHIP PUBLICATIONS:

In addition to the above publications, the following titles provide useful quick reference resources for locating information sources and for providing current awareness of studies and surveys.
Canada Yearbook, annual 1867-1979; biennial 1980/81-
11-402

“An authoritative reference work giving textual and tabular information on Canada’s physical and natural resources, social and economic conditions, government organizations, industry, finance, and legal system.”

Canadian Economic Observer, monthly, 1988- 
11-010

“Each issue contains a monthly summary of the economy, major economic and statistical events, a feature article and technical note.  A statistical summary contains a wide range of tables and graphs on the principal economic indicators for Canada, and the major industrial nations.”  

( Volume 16 #2 onwards available to DSP institutions at: 


http://dsp-psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/Collection-R/Statcan/11-010-XIB/11-010-XIB-e.html
Canadian Social Trends, quarterly, 1986-
11-008

This publication highlights many of the recent surveys from Special Surveys Division and discusses the social, economic and demographic changes affecting the lives of Canadians.  

( Number 51 (Winter 1998) onwards available to DSP institutions at:


 http://dsp-psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/Collection-R/Statcan/11-008-XIE/11-008-XIE.html
Education quarterly review 
81‑003‑XPB [Paper]

This publication provides statistical data and analysis from surveys through a combination of articles and summary statistics. Descriptions of data release and new survey developments are included, as are data and statistical analyses from elementary‑secondary, post‑secondary, and adult education and training levels. Characteristics examined include enrolment, staff and finance for schools, universities and colleges. Variables include age, gender, citizenship, degrees and diplomas, salary, and source of education funding. 

( Vol. 3 #3 (Fall 1996) onwards available to DSP institutions at:

http://dsp-psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/Collection-R/Statcan/81-003-XIE/81-003-XIE.html
Health Reports, quarterly, 1989-
82-003

Each issue features: an up‑to‑date list of recently released databases and publications; highlights of newly released data; and analytical feature articles that support understanding of statistical information. 
( Vol. 8 #2 (Autumn 1996) onwards available to DSP institutions at:

http://dsp-psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/dsp-psd/Pilot/Statcan/82-003-XIE/82-003-XIE.html
Market Research Handbook, annual, 1969- 
63-224

“...an invaluable data source for market researchers, business strategists, product planners, sales leaders, corporate librarians, and others who need a comprehensive overview of Canadian society.”

( 2001 to 2003 available to DSP institutions at:

http://dsp-psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/Collection-R/Statcan/63-224-XIB/63-224-XIB-e.html
Perspectives on Labour and Income, quarterly, 1989-
75-001

This publication brings together and analyzes a wide range of labour and income data. Articles cover topics such as youth in the labour market, pensions and retirement, work arrangements, education and training, and trends in family income. The publication also devotes a section to new products, surveys, research projects and conferences. Another section uses charts and text to describe a variety of subjects related to labour and income. The winter print issue contains an annually updated index of published articles.
( Available to DSP institutions at:


http://dsp-psd.pwgsc.gc.ca/Collection-R/Statcan/75-001-XIE/75-001-XIE.html
Survey methodology
12‑001‑XPB [Paper] 

This journal publishes articles dealing with various aspects of statistical development relevant to a statistical agency, such as design issues in the context of practical constraints, use of different data sources and collection techniques, total survey error, survey evaluation, research in survey methodology, time series analysis, seasonal adjustment, demographic studies, data integration, estimation and data analysis methods, and general survey systems development. The emphasis is placed on the development and evaluation of specific methodologies as applied to data collection or the data themselves. 


VIII.  OTHER DATA SOURCES

There are many sources of data beyond the data files produced by Statistics Canada. The following is a brief list of other options for finding data for your users.  For example the Library Data Centre at Carleton University (http://www.carleton.ca/~ssdata/about.html) has public opinion polls from the Canadian Institute for Public Opinion (GALLUP) dating from 1945 to the present, and the Inter-University Consortium of Political and Social Research (http://www.icpsr.umich.edu) has an anonymous FTP site with publicly available data files, as well as a membership-based access program to ICPSR.  

There are several listings of other data archives and repositories of data such as:
Jim Jacobs, Data on the Net (http://odwin.ucsd.edu/idata/) which includes 156 sites with numeric data available for downloading, a list of 52 Data libraries and Archives, 80 Social Science Gateways, 53 Searchable catalogues of data, and 20 data vendors and distributors.

Laine Ruus, Individual data archives, data libraries and related institutions provides links to data libraries in over 30 countries (http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/datalib/other/datalibs.htm)
University of Auckland. OFFSTATS: Official Statistics on the Web. Data by nation, region or subject (http://www.library.auckland.ac.nz/subjects/stats/offstats/OFFSTATSmain.htm) 
svg (revision of eh:module1)


