[image: image1.jpg]CANSIM Retrieval Output (plain format):

Label 5100302

Title UNIVERSITY ENROLMENT / TOTAL FULL TIME ENROLMENT, CDA

subtitle UNIVERSITY ENROIMENT FULL AND PART-TIME, BY SEX, FOR CANADA, AND PROV
Year

1987 486009

1988 499520

1988 515025

1990 532131

1991 553954

1992 569480

1093 574320




What’s the scoop on …

XCL:

[Cross-Classified Tables]    

What is it?

By any other name…XCL is the abbreviation for cross-classified tables. Many of the statistics on the Canadian Statistics portion of the Statistics Canada site and many of the tables in Beyond 20/20 are cross-classified tables; multiple variables are presented in one table.   Income Trends in Canada describes itself as a product with 42 cross-classified tables.  XCL is more a description of a presentation format, rather than a specific product.
So What Makes These So Special?

Within Statistics Canada, cross-classified tables (XCL) often refer to tables that, up to three years ago, existed in a separate database in the old CANSIM.  Only the truly knowledgeable knew of the existence of multi-dimensional tables for education, health and justice aggregate statistics in CANSIM. 

Though the tables are referred to as CANSIM tables, they are not found in either CANSIM or CANSIM II.  The xcl tables do look different than the old CANSIM I time series:
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Super yummy CANSIM cross-classified table for University Enrolment (
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The xcl tables have now been replaced by Beyond 20/20 tables and the multidimensionality of CANSIM II.  Not all the files have been migrated though, and DLI is fortunate that the XCL education files have been included in the DLI collection as text tables.  The justice and health xcl tables have already migrated to Beyond 20/20 or CANSIM II for DLI use.
When would I use it?
These tables contain statistics on education enrolment that are currently not available through other aggregate statistical sources.  The data are out of date--but so are many of the Education Division statistics as they work on getting their data into a new management system.
And if you see a reference to “Statistics Canada, CANSIM cross-classified table 00580602”, you would, of course, refer to the DLI site for the full table.  

What do I need to use it?

XCL tables are text files.  The DLI ftp site has a bit of a hodge-podge of file extensions, with .prn, .txt and .zip extensions.  It is much easier to use the DLI web site!!!  Files open up in the browser with headings in place and the product is a table that is very readable. 

Where do I get more information?

The DLI List is a good place to find specific information on discontinued tables, and documentation (or lack thereof).  The Data Centre at the University of Toronto has a good listing of the education tables by acquisition date <prod.library.utoronto.ca:8090/datalib/codebooks/cstdli/xcl/education/xcleduc.htm>, as well as a listing of the various editions of the Health Indicators cross-classified tables.
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(Traditional CANSIM time series
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