THE FLIPCHART QUESTIONS

	Community Questions

	Janet needs a ride to Halifax either Friday night or Saturday morning.


	Janet has a ride—thanks!

	Dan needs a ride to the airport before 7:00 p.m. Saturday evening.


	Dan might be amenable to a better offer, but he isn’t stranded and has lots to read!

	Who is Ann McIlwraith?  She is helpful and seems to like us.


	From Advisory Services in Toronto


	Definitions and Explanations: Statistical

	Do you have an answer sheet for us, Chuck?…
	But of course!

	 In addition to the answers, we’d like to have something to refer for definitions used in the exercise
	Definitely!  Chuck will make his powerpoint available to us on the Acadia site as well as some of the supporting documentation to help us out.

	
	What is qualitative/quantitative?
	

	
	What do you mean by “level of measurement”?
	NOIR: Nominal, ordinal, integer or ratio variables—the level of measurement affects decisions relating to statistical analysis

	
	“Unit of observation”?  
	The source of the numbers (e.g. educational institution)

	
	“weighted”
	A multiplier that takes sampling methodology into account when estimating to population

	
	“Continuous”
	

	
	“What the heck are whiskers?”
	

	
	“Quartiles”?
	

	
	“Stem and leaf plot”—is that a cemetery plot?
	

	
	“Box plot”
	

	
	“Skewed”
	

	
	What is a pumf?
	Public use microdata files are the raw data stripped of any confidential or disclosure risk variables

	
	What is “string”?  [Andrew used the term]
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Acronymn Alert

	What is aeeeh


	Annual estimates of employment, earnings and hours

	What is the French acronym for PALS
	EPLA

	What is STC
	Statistics Canada

	ICD?
	International Classification of Disease (a classification of diseases done by the World Health Organization)

	INAC
	Dept. of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada

	RSS: 
	Really Simple Syndication—auto feed to your web site or desktop

	CAPDU
	Canadian Association of Public Data Users: they have a listserv for non-DLI stats/data questions and provide great training sessions


	Definitions and Explanations: Content/Collection/Administration



	“Vince’s website”?  Should we know about it?


	IDLS is the Internet Data Library Service, from the University of Western Ontario.  Vince’s site includes most of the DLI files and he has coded the files to allow for variable level searching, viewing Beyond 20/20 files, as well as subsetting and downloading.  Organized through MUN/CAUL, 

	We need a list of everyone’s favourite statistical reference book/guide.


	In addition to Chuck’s list at the end of his powerpoint:

Gonick, Larry and Woollcott Smith, The Cartoon Guide to Statistics. New York: HarperCollins, 1993.

	Where can we find the powerpoint presentations of this (and previous) DLI Atlantic workshops?
	Mary Lou and Mary do a fabulous job of keeping track of us.  View past presentations, as well as those from this year http://admin.acadiau.ca/library/DLI2005 and click on Archive

	Do we have to know all this statistical stuff, Chuck?
	Yes.  And No.



	Can we make suggestions for tables not in print or on the web from PALS?
	Yes!  As we now know, Andrew loves PALS and is interested in feedback either on tables that people are interesting in seeing on the web or in print, or in knowing more about how people are using PALS

	What is the status of the Regional Offices?  Did Stephanie disappear or move to Ottawa?
	

	Why is there both an FTP site for the collection and a web site for the collection?
	

	Why can you not cut and paste census numbers from the census page into the online catalogue?
	You can, but don’t chose the option of searching by catalogue #!

	Where is the link to the DSP site for priced publications?  

And could we not have a link directly to the publication instead of the general DSP home page????
	When you do a search, select the “Product” page.  On the left hand side of the screen, look for “Information for Libraries” and you’ll see a link to the DSP pages.  

Both the EAC and the DSP Library Advisory Committee are meeting soon and we’ll ask the two agencies to give more thought and action as to how to make it happen..

	What are synthetic files and when would a typical DLI Contact have occasion to use them?
	Master files that have been manipulated to mask any confidential information while still leaving enough of the master file characteristics in place for researchers to test the viability of master files for their research.  If a user was thinking of going the RDC route, they would use the synthetic file to “test drive” the file, as it were.  Can’t publish the results, though; they are not trustworthy data.

See DLI Update, v.7, no.1 (October 2004). http://www.statcan.ca/english/Dli/update.htm

	Can we provide a DLI file to a prof who wants to provide it directly to his/her students for development of analytical skills?
	

	When will I get my next edition, the more complete one, of the DLI Atlantic (Plus) Handy First Aid CD-ROM?
	Probably in about two weeks—check with Mary, who will bug us until it is a true thing of beauty.


