IDLS as Discovery Tool Exercise

DLI Atlantic Training 2006

Discovering the Data

IDLS is a fantastic tool for discovering whether statistics/data exist on a topic (though remember, it doesn’t contain all DLI data!).  It has various searching features to help you, including:

· Browse by subject: allows you to look at all the files based on broad subject groupings.  For example, a student comes in looking for statistics on religion and income.  Which census table will help? Try browsing Religion to find out!
· Advanced file Search:  allows you to perform sophisticated Boolean searches with some very useful limiters, like ‘file type’ and ‘measurement level’. For example, a student looking raw data on household income by Census Metropolitan Area…

· Variable description search:  allows you to search through the actual variables present in a survey.  Useful if you want to know if a question has been asked in a survey. For example, your student would like to find data on Internet Banking…


Step 1: Searching by variable

· Go to IDLS
· Click on search by variable description on the left of the screen
· Type in happiness

· Scroll down to General Social Survey of Canada (GSS), 2003. Cycle 17: Social Engagement
· Click on Self-assessed happiness
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Step 2: Selecting values for variables

· Click on select variables for GSS 17 (under Self-assessed happiness)
· Find the variable HS_Q110. (Find in Page (CTRL+F) is very helpful here). Click on the check box next to it to select it.
· Find the variable PRV. Click on the check box next to it to select it.
· Find the variable INCMHSD. Click on the check box next to it to select it.
· Click on the INCMHSD Total household income link

· Once you have selected the variables HS_Q110, PRV & INCMHSD, scroll back to the top and click on select values for selected variables.
· For the PRV variable, select 10 – Newfoundland and Labrador (of course she wants local data!)
· Scroll back to the top and click submit (specify delivery options)

Step 3. Data delivery

· select the box next to SPSS Code File

· Enter your email address

· When the yellow FTP link appears, click it and follow the prompts to download the file to the hard drive.

Step  4. IDLS to SPSS magic

· Go to the directory where you saved the zip file.

· Right click on the zip file and select Extract here…
· Enter your PIN (if you know it) or use 0533
You should have a folder containing 3 files: Codebook (.html), data file (.dat), and SPSS Syntax file (.sps). You can use the syntax file to seamlessly load the data into SPSS.
· Double click on the syntax file (this will open SPSS)

· On the data list line, replace the ? characters with the path to the .dat file.  For example, if your data is located in C:\data, the data list would look like this:
Data list list(tab) file='c:\data\ftp13132.dat' skip=1  / 1 

· once you have replaced the question marks with the path to the data, click Run ( all

· If you have correctly specified your file path you should see a beautiful, ready-to-wear SPSS file. Congratulations!
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What is the variable type for self assessed happiness?








What is the value for missing data?











How was INCMHSD calculated?





Did all respondents answer this question?











NOTE:  if real life (think of this as a cooking show!), there is one extra step.  Every time you download a file from IDLS you get a helpful email with the FTP link to the file and your IDLS PIN.  Your PIN is associated with your email address (i.e., it remains the same for every file you download), and is necessary for unzipping the file – see below…








